
Winnebago Presbytery 
Presbytery Council1 

Minutes 
 

October 23, 2012 
 
The Council of Winnebago Presbytery convened on 23 October 2012, at 9:30 a.m. at the office 
of Presbytery in Neenah, Wisconsin, beginning with devotions led by the Rev. Susan Zencka, 
including reflections by members of Council on the nature and meaning of stewardship in church 
and life.          
          
Present: 
 Ted Sperduto    TE, Moderator of Presbytery 

Howard Kidd    RE, Vice Moderator of Presbytery 
 Jeanne Nymoen   RE, Immediate Past Moderator of Presbytery 
 Bette Hoytink    RE, Committee on Ministry  
 Mara Liz Rivera   TE, Personnel Committee 
 Susan Zencka    TE, Finance Committee 
 Nancy Siewert    RE, Resource & Program Coordinating Team 
 Margaret Zedan   TE, Synod Commissioner 
 Sarah Moore-Nokes   TE, Associate Executive Presbyter [AEP] 
 Nancy Barczak   RE, Associate for Administration [AA] 
 Michael Lukens   TE, Stated Clerk [SC] 
Excused: Robert Merriam, Stephen Wright, Jean Schneider, Alice Ackermann, and JimYork. 
 
Minutes of Council 
 Council voted to approve the Minutes of the Council meeting on 21 August 2012. 
 
Presbytery Strategy Update 
 The AEP reported on strategy meetings of three Wisconsin presbyteries, in which 
Winnebago, John Knox, and Milwaukee presbyteries continue in a focus on coordination of the 
work of the Committees on Ministry and Preparation for Ministry as well as beginning a broader 
discussion on presbytery staffing and programmatic matters. 

The AEP also reported on the conversation between John Knox and Winnebago 
Presbyteries in a joint meeting of their Councils on 29 September 2012, at the UCC facility in 
DeForest, Wisconsin, with a focus on three areas targeted for common work: education, 
communication, and administration. 
   
Proposed Policy & Structure Changes  
 The Council reviewed a proposed revision of Presbytery’s Standing Rules, which will be 
presented to the Presbytery for a first reading at its meeting in December. 
   
Administrative Commission Reports & Updates 

 AC on Closure of the Preble Park Church:  The Clerk reported on the completion of 
interior repairs in two parts of the building from water damage of a storm in May, the 
repainting of the Church’s south exterior wall, continuing negotiations on a lease 
arrangement, and the continuing effort to market the property for sale. 

                                                 
1 The term “council” in the new Form of Government refers to governing bodies exclusively, which means that the 
terminology of Presbytery “Council” as an internal task group is no longer appropriate.  An alternate name for the 
“Presbytery Council” will be addressed in the pending revision of the Standing Rules. 
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 AC on Disaffiliation of the Amberg, Crivitz, and Pembine Churches:  The final signing 
step of the pending agreement between each of the three churches and the Presbytery is 
now scheduled to take place on 29 October 2012, with a final report of the Commission 
to Presbytery on 1 December.  It appears that all matters have been resolved. 

 
Genesis Grant Fund Ecumenical Project Recommendation for 2013 
 The AA reported on the request of Urabá for funding to support the establishment of new 
churches and restoration of churches as part of its continuing effort in evangelism and growth. 
 The Commission voted to recommend funding of $5,200 in a Genesis Fund grant to 
Urabá for new church development in 2013. 
 
Council Meetings for 2013 
 The Commission voted to meet on the following dates in 2013: 
  Saturday, January 19   Tuesday, March 19 
  Tuesday, April 16   Tuesday, June 11 
  Tuesday, August 20   Tuesday, October 15 
 
Authorization for Communion at Three Events 
 The Commission voted to authorize the following Teaching Elders to officiate at services 
of Holy Communion: 

 Rev. Susan Zencka, October 26, 2012: Training Event for Forest Larger Parish 
Presbyterian Church (at request of CoM) 

 Rev. Mara Rivera, Rev. Susan Phillips, Rev. Sarah Moore-Nokes, October 28, 
2012: Fall Youth Camp 

 Rev. Susan Zencka, December 1, 2012: Training Workshop for Ruling Elders 
 
Staff and Officer Reports 

 The Moderator reported on several meaningful Presbytery events and recent 
travel. 

 The Vice Moderator reported that he will be attending the national Moderators 
Conference in November in Louisville. 

 The Immediate Past Moderator reported on the recent Dallas II Mission 
Conference and some of its highlights.  

 The SC reported on recent work with the administrative commissions and recent 
travel.  

 The AEP reported on current size and breakdown of church membership, the 
impact of a downsizing situation on Presbytery programming, and the opportunity 
toward a reshaped focus for promotion of small church ministries and leadership. 

 The AA reported on a recent continuing education event in Madison on social 
media and plans for future emphases on video communication. 

 
Committee Reports 
 Resource and Program Coordinating Team reported (Nancy Siewert) on the 
successful joint worship service with Urabá Presbytery on World Communion Sunday (October 
7).  The fall youth retreat planning is complete and will take place on 26-28 October. 
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 Synod Commissioner (Zedan) and the AEP reported on the recent meeting of Synod, 
particularly on the retirement celebration for the Synod Executive, Rev. Phil Brown, on October 
31, 2012, and on the Synod’s process toward transitional leadership. 
 
 The Committee on Ministry (Hoytink) reported on the annual CoM retreat on October 
11, with a special focus on stewardship led by David Crittenden, Director of Stewardship, 
Presbyterian Mission Agency. The event also included a meeting of the Stewardship Task Group 
with Crittenden.  The newly called pastor at Omro First Church, Travis J. Shafer, was ordained 
on our behalf by Great Rivers Presbytery on October 6 and will start in Omro on November 1.  
The DePere First United church is in the process of calling a new pastor.  There remain several 
churches in pastoral transition, which will require extra meetings of CoM in the next year. 
 
 The Committee on Preparation for Ministry (AEP) reported on its meetings.  
Candidate Brita Hanson remains the only candidate and there are presently no inquirers but one 
may be in the process of coming forward. 
 
  Nominating Committee (AEP) reported its work on filling vacancies and 
recommendations to the December meeting of Presbytery.  The number of vacancies continues to 
be an issue. 
 
 Finance Committee (Zencka) reported the Committee’s discussion of allocation of 
mission dollars from local congregations, its continuing effort in developing guidelines for 
administering funding grants from the Dave Jones Fund, and its participation in stewardship 
meetings. 
 
 Personnel Committee (Rivera) reported on the recommendation regarding a revised 
position description for the AEP position as well as a revised position description for the 
Committee on Ministry Coordinator, both of which will be presented to Presbytery at the 
December meeting. 
 
[Break for Lunch] 
 
Presbytery Meeting 
 Council discussed the docket for Presbytery on November 30-December 1. 
 Council voted to approve the proposed docket for the meeting. 
  
Adjournment 
 Council adjourned in prayer at 1:10 p.m., led by RE Jeanne Nymoen. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Michael B. Lukens, Stated Clerk 
 
 
 
Council meets next on January 19, 2013, in Madison. Opening devotions will be led by the Rev. Ted Sperduto and 
the closing prayer by Rev. Susan Zencka.  


