
Winnebago Presbytery 
Presbytery “Council”1 

Minutes 
 

March 22, 2012 
 
 
The Council* of Winnebago Presbytery convened on 22 March 2012, at 9:35 a.m. at the (new) 
office of Presbytery in Neenah, Wisconsin, beginning with devotions led by the Moderator, Ted 
Sperduto, including reflections on transformative moments in life by several Council members.          
          
Present: 
 Ted Sperduto    TE, Moderator of Presbytery 
 Howard Kidd    RE, Vice Moderator of Presbytery 
 Jeanne Nymoen   RE, Immediate Past Moderator of Presbytery 
 Bette Hoytink    RE, Committee on Ministry  
 Alice Ackermann   RE, Presbyterian Women 
 Mara Liz Rivera   TE, Personnel Committee 
 Susan Zencka    TE, Finance Committee 
 Nancy Siewert    RE, Resource & Program Team 
 Sarah Moore-Nokes   TE, Associate Executive Presbyter 
 Nancy Barczak   RE, Associate for Administration 
 Michael Lukens   TE, Stated Clerk 
Excused: Robert Merriam, Stephen Wright, Jim York, Jean Schneider, Margaret Zedan. 
 
Presbytery Strategy Update 
 The Associate Executive Presbyter reported on the three ways in which the John Knox, 
Milwaukee, and Winnebago Presbyteries continue to work in collaborative areas of education, 
communication, and administration.  Conversations between John Knox, Northern Waters and 
Winnebago are also continuing.  She noted that three Synods, Lakes and Prairies, Mid-America, 
and Lincoln Trails are involved in further conversations, including a proposal for a common 
mission project.  She also reported on the Wisconsin Council of Churches project: “A Season of 
Civility,” with a series of events and programs in 2012.  The WCC request for support of this 
project is presently before the Council. 
 
 Council voted to approve $2500 of funding from the budget line of ecumenical support 
(reallocation of the same amount of funding for Senda Amor in 2012 that is no longer needed) in 
order to support the Wisconsin Council of Churches project: “A Season of Civility.”    
 
Approval of Council Minutes and Reflections on Previous Discussions 
 Council discussed the future role and structure of Council in general, continuing its 
discussion from its February meeting on the appropriate business for a presbytery council and to 
what degree it needs to become a commission with designated duties.  It was agreed that a draft 
document on the nature and role of such a leadership council will be developed for discussion at 
the August meeting of Council. 
  
 Council voted to approve the Minutes of its meeting on 17 January 2012.   

                                                 
1 In light of the revised Form of Government, “council” (*) refers exclusively to governing bodies (Session, 
Presbytery, Synod, General Assembly).  Thus, Presbytery’s “Council” may be renamed. 
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Staff and Officer Reports 

 Stated Clerk reported on the completion of 2011 year end reports and gave a brief 
snapshot of current statistics.  The current focus is now on revisions of operational 
manuals and the work of the various administrative commissions. 

 Vice Moderator reported on concern about the continuing membership decline and how 
the Presbytery should respond to this concern. 

 Moderator reported on the installation of Michael Goodwin as pastor at the Appleton 
Memorial Church and preparation for the administrative commissions to deal with the 
churches seeking disaffiliation,  

 Immediate Past Moderator reported on proposed mission projects, the “fusion” 
conversations with the presbyteries, and work on a checklist for planning worship at 
Presbytery meetings; 

 Associate Executive Presbyter reported on the recent office move, preparation for the 
May Presbytery meeting through the various committee responsibilities and meetings, 
work on the national task group on the review of General Assembly agency and unit 
policies and her close involvement in the development of a proposal paper for the 220th 
General Assembly in Pittsburgh this summer. 

 Administrative Associate reported on some of specifics of the office move to Neenah and 
work on reports in preparation for the meeting of Presbytery in May.  

 
Committee Reports 

 Personnel Committee (Rivera) reported on the personnel evaluation meetings scheduled 
for 17 May 2012. 

 Presbyterian Women (Ackermann) reported on the gathering event on 28 April 2012 and 
the participation in Synod PW programs.  The annual fall retreat will be 28-29 September 
2012. 

 
Council voted to authorize the Rev. Joy Nelson-Jeffers to officiate at a service of the 
Lord’s Supper at the PW April Gathering. 
   

 Resource Coordinating and Program Team (Siewert) reported on the meeting of the 
Global Partnership task group and planning of a joint worship service via internet media 
(Skype) with Urabá on Worldwide Communion Sunday, 7 October 2012. 

 Session Records Review: no report.  
 Synod Commissioners (York and Zedan): no report  
 Committee on Ministry (Hoytink) reported on the Committee’s current triennial visits, 

various actions regarding requests to labor outside the bounds of Presbytery, continuing 
work on the revision of the CoM manual that will include revised procedures as well as 
new functions, the matter of synchronization of congregational approval of calls with the 
CoM approval, and the immanent retirement of several pastors.  

 Committee on Preparation for Ministers reported on its state of transition, as Margaret 
Zedan will not be able to serve as its Moderator.  

 Committee on Representation/Nominating has co-moderators (Schneider and Willadsen) 
and will meet in April or May. 
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 Finance reported on its discussion of a proposal on consideration of congregational loan 
requests in a streamlined decision process, participation in a national stewardship 
conference and the development of a special task group on stewardship within the 
Finance Committee, the matter of monitoring church insurance coverage, and the first 
quarter financial reports. 

 
Presbytery Meetings 
 Council discussed the major elements to be included in the May meeting of Presbytery, 
hosted by the Marshfield First Church with Arpin as co-host.  There will be two educational 
components: a presentation from the Rev. Scott Anderson from the Wisconsin Council of 
Churches and a stewardship presentation from the Finance Committee. There will be a 
recognition of the retirement of several pastors. 
  
 Council voted to recommend to Presbytery that the date of the fourth meeting in 2012 be 
changed to 1 December 2012, at the Neenah First Church. Council discussed the docket for the 
May Presbytery meeting. 

 
Council voted to instruct the Clerk to prepare the final docket in consultation with the 

Moderator of Presbytery and the Presbytery staff. 
  
New Business 
 Council considered a presbytery discussion in the fall with Landon Whitsitt on the 
concept of an “open source” church and the challenges facing congregations in our time. There 
was also a discussion of offering specific educational sessions at meetings of Presbytery in 2012, 
continuing the type of initiatives from the November 2011 meeting, with further discussion on 
this idea by the Executive Leadership Team. 
  
 It was announced that there will be a celebration of the pastoral work of Wendy and 
Dennis Mannering by the Forest Larger Parish Presbyterian Church on 24 May 2012. 
  
 There will be a 25th anniversary celebration of the Covenant Community Church on May 
20, during the Sunday morning service. 
  
Adjournment 
 Council adjourned in prayer by the Moderator at 12:15 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Michael B. Lukens 
Stated Clerk  
 
 
Council meets next on 21 August 2012 at 9:30 a.m. at the Presbytery office in Neenah.  Opening 
devotions will be led by the Sarah Moore-Nokes, and the closing prayer by Nancy Barczak.  

  
 


