
 

 

Winnebago Presbytery 
Presbytery “Council”1 

Minutes 
 

January 17, 2012 
 
 
The Council* of Winnebago Presbytery convened on January 17, 2012, at 9:35 a.m. at the First 
Presbyterian Church, Neenah, Wisconsin, beginning with devotions led by the former 
Moderator, Jeanne Nymoen.          
          
Present: 
 Ted Sperduto    TE, Moderator of Presbytery 
 Howard Kidd    RE, Vice Moderator of Presbytery 
 Jeanne Nymoen   RE, Immediate Past Moderator of Presbytery 
 Bette Hoytink    RE, Committee on Ministry  
 James York    RE, Synod Commissioner 
 Margaret Zedan   TE, Preparation for Ministry Com./Synod Commiss. 
 Mara Liz Rivera   TE, Personnel Committee 
 Susan Zencka    TE, Finance Committee 
 Sarah Moore-Nokes   TE, Associate Executive Presbyter 
 Nancy Barczak   RE, Associate for Administration 
 Michael Lukens   TE, Stated Clerk 
Excused: Robert Merriam, Stephen Wright, Jean Schneider, Alice Ackermann, Nancy Siewert 
 
Introductions 
 Council members briefly introduced themselves. 
 
Presbytery Strategy Update 
 Council heard a report from the Associate Presbytery Executive, TE Sarah Moore-Nokes, 
on the current status and Presbytery’s strategy in collaboration with the other presbyteries in 
Wisconsin, including the current situation on cooperative work and a common location for 
presbytery offices.  Cooperative conversations have now also begun in an initial way among 
three synods: Lakes & Prairies, Mid-America, and Lincoln Trails in discussion of common 
training and mission. 
 
Role and Purpose of Presbytery Council* 
 Council engaged in a discussion of the role and purpose of the Council in a time of 
transition, beginning in small groups and then in common discussion of a variety of ideas and 
suggestions.  No action or recommendation at this time. 
 
Staff and Officer Reports 

 The Stated Clerk reported on the annual reporting process of the churches and the work 
of the two current Administrative Commissions of Presbytery: Preble Park Closure AC 
and the Forest Larger Parish AC.  

 The Vice Moderator (Kidd): no report  

                                                 
1 In light of the revised Form of Government, “council” (*) refers exclusively to governing bodies (Session, 
Presbytery, Synod, General Assembly).  Thus, Presbytery’s “Council” may be renamed. 
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 The Moderator (Sperduto) reported on the value of the national Moderator’s conference. 
 The Immediate Past Moderator (Nymoen) reported on the Disaffiliation Task Group 

revision process.  The task group will continue work on a draft policy at its next meeting 
on 26 January.  

 The Associate Executive Presbyter (Moore-Nokes) reported appreciation for the 
leadership work and support over the transitional course of the last year, on the pending 
move of the Presbytery office in February, and the various conversations and 
consultations related to the collaborative work between presbyteries. 

 The Associate for Administration reported on the continuing work related to year-end 
reports and the need for unit reports to Presbytery by 23 January. 

 
Committee Reports 

 Finance Committee (Zencka) reported on the year-end financial report that shows a 
2011 surplus.  The Committee will recommend partial use of this surplus in 2012.  
The Committee is also engaged in discussion of the use of the David Jones Estate 
funds for capital use in small churches, a property request from the Omro Church, per 
capita payment plan requests, and representational participation in a special national 
stewardship conference. 

 Personnel Committee (Rivera) reported on a forthcoming meeting focused on a 
personnel appointment recommendation for the Committee on Ministry, possible 
extension of the office assistant position, and its ongoing evaluation of the current 
personnel review process.    

 Presbyterian Women submitted a written report. 
 Resource Coordinating and Program Team: no report. 
 Session Records Review: no report.  
 Synod Commissioners (York and Zedan) reported that the next Synod meeting will be 

in May, 2012 (the January meeting was cancelled).  
 Committee on Ministry (Hoytink) reported on the Committee’s triennial visits, 

Commissioned Ruling Elder (CRE) reports, requests from Teaching Elders (TE) for 
permission to labor outside bounds, its continuing work on the wider discussion of the 
function & role of CPEs, and a more extensive Committee discussion of authorization 
to officiate at marriages as a possible prelude to a policy recommendation to 
Presbytery.  The Committee received a draft document on “church vitality” for trial 
use in a triennial visit. The Committee Moderator plus another member will attend the 
Synod CoM/CPM conference at the end of the month. 

 Committee on Preparation for Ministers (Margaret Zedan): no report.  
 Committee on Representation/Nominating: no report 

 
Presbytery Meetings 
 Council discussed the break-out educational sessions in the afternoon segment of the 
November meeting of Presbytery (Appleton) and the usefulness of other parts of this overnight 
meeting. Council discussed the value of this kind of educational time at Presbytery meetings.  
There was further discussion of moving to exclusively Saturday meetings of Presbytery, 
including a proposal for a survey on time and day meeting preferences, a proposal the Moderator 
will pursue. 
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Council* Planning for the February Meeting of Presbytery 
 Council* discussed the plans for the February Presbytery meeting and instructed the 
Clerk to prepare the final docket in consultation with the Moderator of Presbytery and the 
Presbytery staff. 
 
Approval of Council* Minutes 
Council voted to approve the Minutes from its meeting of October 11, 2011. 
 
New Business 
 Council voted to meet on the following dates: 22 March at 9:30 a.m. (Neenah); 21 
August at 9:30 a.m. (Neenah); 23 October at 9:30 a.m. (Neenah). 
 
 The Past Moderator, Jeanne Nymoen, reported on the annual meeting of the Wisconsin 
Council of Churches. 
 
Adjournment 
 Council adjourned in prayer at 12:45 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Michael B. Lukens 
Stated Clerk  
 
 
 
Council meets next on 22 March 2012 at 9:30 at the Presbytery office in Neenah.  Opening 
devotions will be led by the Moderator, TE Ted Sperduto, and the closing prayer by TE Mara 
Rivera.  

  
 


