
Winnebago Presbytery 
Presbytery “Council”1 

Minutes 
August 21, 2012 

 
The Council* of Winnebago Presbytery convened on 21 August 2012, at 9:35 a.m. at the office 
of Presbytery in Neenah, Wisconsin, beginning with devotions led by the Associate Executive 
Presbyter, Sarah Moore-Nokes.          
          
Present: 
 Howard Kidd    RE, Vice Moderator of Presbytery 
 Jeanne Nymoen   RE, Immediate Past Moderator of Presbytery 
 Bette Hoytink    RE, Committee on Ministry  
 Alice Ackermann   RE, Presbyterian Women 
 Mara Liz Rivera   TE, Personnel Committee 
 Susan Zencka    TE, Finance Committee 
 Nancy Siewert    RE, Resource & Program Team 
 Jim York    RE, Synod Commissioner 
 Margaret Zedan   TE, Synod Commissioner 
 Sarah Moore-Nokes   TE, Associate Executive Presbyter [AEP] 
 Nancy Barczak   RE, Associate for Administration 
 Michael Lukens   TE, Stated Clerk [SC] 
Excused: Ted Sperduto, Robert Merriam, Stephen Wright, Jean Schneider. 
 
Minutes of Council 
 Council voted to approve the Minutes of its meeting on 22 March 2012. 
 
Presbytery Strategy Update 

The Associate Executive Presbyter reported on the three ways in which the presbyteries, 
John Knox, Milwaukee, and Winnebago, continue to work collaboratively.  Agreement 
has been reached toward building a newsletter database. Coordination and cooperation 
between the Committees on Preparation for Ministry of the three presbyteries is also 
underway.  Simultaneous conversation between John Knox and Winnebago continues, 
with a joint Council meeting scheduled for 29 September 2012, at UCC offices in 
DeForest, Wisconsin. 

   
Proposed Policy & Structure Changes  

 Nominating Committee and Process: Council discussed a proposal for revision of the 
Nominating Committee to a smaller unit of persons with considerable presbytery 
experience who would be nominated to serve on this Committee. 

 Merger of Committee on Ministry [CoM] and Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
[CPM] was discussed with suggested revisions to be inserted into the projected revision 
of the Standing Rules and the Manual of Administrative Operations. 

 Nature and Terminology for “Presbytery Council” was discussed, also part of the revision 
process for the Standing Rules and the Manual, to serve as a commission with 
authorization to act in specific ways as the Presbytery. 

 

                                                 
1 In light of the revised Form of Government, “council” (*) refers exclusively to governing bodies (Session, 
Presbytery, Synod, General Assembly).  Thus, Presbytery’s “Council” may be renamed. 
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Administrative Commission Reports & Updates 
 AC on Closure of the Preble Park Church 

The Clerk, who serves as a resource to this Commission, reported on the decision to lease 
the facility and current negotiations with a church group on such a lease.  The 
Commission has selected a renovation firm for repair of the storm damage that occurred 
in May.  The Commission hopes to make a final report to Presbytery in December, 
although sale of the property does not appear immanent. 

 AC on Disaffiliation of the Aniwa Hogarty Church 
The Clerk reported that an agreement has been reached between the Presbytery, through 
its Administrative Commission on the Disaffiliation of the Aniwa Hogarty Church, and 
the Hogarty Church, effective 25 July 2012.  The final report of the Commission with the 
terms of this agreement will be reported to the Presbytery at its September meeting.  The 
Church (now named the Hogarty Community Church) has been dismissed to the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, with no further relation of any kind with Winnebago 
Presbytery or the PC(USA). 

 AC on Disaffiliation of the Amberg, Crivitz, and Pembine Churches 
The Clerk reported that the work of the Administrative Commission on the Disaffiliation 
of the Amberg, Crivitz, and Pembine Churches continues.  A draft agreement is in place 
and the final arrangements for the disposition of the property and other provisions will be 
finished soon.  No date for the signing of the final agreement has been arranged but it is 
anticipated in the coming weeks.  Either the final report of the Commission or the date of 
the final agreement will be reported to Presbytery at its meeting in September. 

 
Staff and Officer Reports 
 The Moderator was not present (excused) and there is no report. 
 
 The Vice Moderator had no report. 
 
 The Immediate Past Moderator had no report. 
 

The Stated Clerk reported work on the revision of the Standing Rules of Presbytery as 
well as the revision of Presbytery’s Manual of Administrative Operations.  A number of 
matters are still before the Presbytery for resolution, with the intention of filling all gaps 
in organizational provisions due to the more generic policies in the new Form of 
Government of the PC(USA) that was adopted in 2011.  Working drafts will be circulated 
prior to the next meeting of the Council, with final documents for Presbytery review at its 
December meeting. 

 
The Associate Executive Presbyter reported on current efforts in the Presbytery regarding 
consultations with the other presbyteries in Wisconsin, the discussions between the 
Committee on Ministry and the Committee on Preparation for Ministry within the 
Presbytery, and correlative discussion on cooperation in these two areas with the other 
presbyteries as well. She reported on the 220th General Assembly in Pittsburgh, both its 
achievements and its difficulties, mentioning particularly considerable controversy over 
the Israel-Palestine conflict and marriage issues. She also reported on the tri-synod 
initiative of “Just.Good.Food”, an effort that is administered out of the Presbytery office 
and that includes cooperating churches across the upper Midwest. 
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The Associate for Administration reported on the current issues of News & Notes, on the 
memorial service for the late Rev. Anne Caughran, a long-time member of this 
Presbytery, and other matters in the on-going work of the Presbytery office. 

 
Committee Reports 

Presbyterian Women reported (Ackermann) on its meetings and events, including its 
forthcoming Fall Retreat, Sept.28-29, at Pine lake Camp, Waupaca.  The Spring 
Gathering will be April 27, 2013.   
Council voted to authorize the Rev. Cynthia Little to officiate at the celebration of the 
Lord’s supper at the PW Fall Retreat, Sept. 29, 2012. 
 
Resource and Program Coordinating Team reported (Nancy Siewert) on the joint 
worship service with Urabá Presbytery on World Communion Sunday, October 7, 2012.    
Rev. Maime Broadhurst, a mission partner in Colombia, will itinerate in the Presbytery in 
October and will be present for that common service of worship.  Confirmation classes 
will be invited to the December 1, 2012 meeting of Presbytery.   

 
 Session Records Review Committee: no report. 
 

Synod Commissioner reported (York) on the reduced number of Synod meetings (from 
three to two), the retirement of the Synod Executive, Rev. Phil Brown, on October 31, 
2012, on the financial commitments of Synod within the life of the presbyteries, on 
increased interest in campus ministries, the success again this year of the Synod School, 
and the continuing work with Native American ministries. 

 
Committee on Ministry reported (Hoytink) on participation in the Board of Pensions 
conference and a subsequent meeting with the national Office of Vocations, both in 
Dallas, on the six churches within Presbytery that are presently in transition with a 
variety of processes underway, and on the work of the Committee with the Samaritan 
Counseling Center in establishing a collegial group of CREs.   

 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry (Moore-Nokes) reported on meetings with 
Candidate Britta Hanson and a new inquirer forthcoming from the Covenant Community 
Church. 

 
Nominating Committee reported (Barczak) on its work to fill vacancies, toward action 
at the September meeting of Presbytery. 

 
Finance Committee reported (Zencka) on its current discussions, such as authority for 
granting emergency loans to churches, investment matters, including a review of present 
portfolios, stewardship task group efforts, and a revised proof of insurance form.  

 
Personnel Committee reported on conversations with the Associate Executive Presbyter 
on a revised job description, on its conversations with the Finance Committee and also on 
collaborative options with the Personnel Committee of the John Knox Presbytery. 

 
Presbytery Meetings 
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Council discussed the major elements to be included in the September meeting of 
Presbytery, especially a focus on reports from the Commissioners to the 220th General 
Assembly and discussion about the major issues at this year’s General Assembly. 

 
Council voted to instruct the Clerk to prepare the final docket for the September meeting 
in consultation with the Moderator of Presbytery and the Presbytery staff. 

 
Council also discussed the plans for the December meeting of Presbytery as an overnight 
meeting (Nov. 30-Dec.1): a Friday evening component for business or engagement with 
the speaker and then, the following morning, a focus on worship and business with five 
workshops in the afternoon. The former Vice Moderator of the General Assembly, Rev. 
Landon Whitsitt, has been invited to speak on the “open source church” as part of the 
continuing education offerings at meetings of Presbytery. 

 
Genesis Grant Funds 

Council discussed the distribution of Genesis grants for ecumenical projects and the 
possibilities for funding a new project.   

 
Operating Budget Line Item Recommendations for 2013 
 Council discussed recommendations for the 2013 budget for the Finance Committee. 
 Council voted to make the following recommendations for the 2013 Budget: 
  Item    2012    2013   
 “Council”    $1500    $2500 
 Executive Leadership     1500          00 
 Presbytery Meetings     2000      2000 
 Presbytery Moderator     1500      2000 
 Ecumenical Support     
  Wisconsin Council     7000  [total same]   7000 
         
Other Business 
 Council discussed the sites for Presbytery meetings in 2013. 

Council voted to accept the invitation of the Oconto First to host a meeting of Presbytery 
in 2013, at a date to be determined. 

 Council voted to recommend to Presbytery the following dates & sites for 2013: 
 February 9 May 14 September 10   November 8-9 or 15-16  

DePere First Oconto First Schofield Community  Appleton Memorial 
  
Adjournment 
 Council adjourned in prayer at 1:25 p.m., led by RE Nancy Barczak.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Michael B. Lukens 
Stated Clerk  
 
Council meets next on October 23, 2012 at 9:30 at the Presbytery office in Neenah.  Opening 
devotions will be led by the Rev. Susan Zencka and the closing prayer by RE Jeanne Nymoen.  
 


