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The Leadership Commission of Winnebago Presbytery [WLC] met on 14 January 2014, convened by the 
Moderator of Presbytery, the Rev. Mara Rivera, at 9:30 a.m. at the Presbytery Office in Neenah, 
Wisconsin, beginning with devotions and biblical study led by the Moderator and focused upon Isaiah 
49:1-7. 
          
Present: 
 Mara Liz Rivera   TE, Moderator of Presbytery 
 Barbara Jordanger   RE, Personnel Committee  
 Tom Willadsen    TE, Nominating Committee 
 Susan Zencka    TE, Finance Committee 
 Howard Kidd    RE, Immediate Past Moderator of Presbytery 
 Sarah Moore-Nokes   TE, General Presbyter [GP] 
 Bette Hoytink    RE, CoM Coordinator 
 Nancy Barczak    RE, Associate for Administration [AA] 
 Michael Lukens    TE, Stated Clerk [SC] 
Excused: Robert Merriam, Marilyn Paulson, Ruth Wrysinski, Nancy Siewert, Bob Johanek, and Rebecca 
Proefrock and Greg Braatz. 
 
[In the absence of a quorum, the Commission met for deliberation and discussion only, making 
recommendations to the next meeting of the Commission.] 
 
Minutes of the Commission 
 The Commission members who were present suggested to the full Commission approval of the 
Minutes of the Commission meetings on 8 October and 26 October, 2013. 
 
Review of “4 Presbyteries” Task Group Documents 
The Commission reviewed the work of the “Fusion Task Force,” one of the working groups created by 
the four “Wisconsin” presbyteries (two of which have churches in proximate states), which are currently 
in discussions toward collaborative and integrative work.  These will be part of the discussion on 
Saturday, January 18 in Madison. 
 
Discussion of October 8 Retreat Presentation to Presbytery 
The Commission members present reviewed a slide-summation of the WLC October 8 retreat, drafted by 
a group designated to capture and represent the work accomplished that day.  
 
Meeting Dates for 2014 
 The Commission members present suggested that the Commission meet on the following 
additional dates in 2014: March 25; April 30; June 4; August 19; October 14. 
  
Committee Reports 

 PW (Ruth Wrysinski, RE) submitted a written report  
 Personnel Committee (Barbara Jordanger, RE) reported that the Committee will be conducting a 

broader staff review this year. 
 Resource and Program Coordinating Team (Nancy Siewert, RE) submitted a written report 

Global Partnership recommends that Presbytery renew its Covenant Partnership with 
Urabá Presbytery for another five years (January 1, 2014 - December 31, 2018. 

 Nominating Committee (Tom Willadsen, TE): no report. 
 The Synod Commissioner (Rebecca Proefrock, TE) submitted a written report. 
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 Finance Committee (Susan Zencka, TE) reported on the requests of churches for quarterly 
payment of per capita and other pending business. 

 Commission on Ministry [CoM] (Bob Johanek, Moderator) reported (by Bette Hoytink, CoM 
Coordinator) on its recent meetings.  An inquirer will be presented at the February meeting of 
Presbytery.  CoM has planned a supervisory training event on October 9 at Pilgrim Camp for 
small church pastors and commissioned ruling elders.  Boundaries training events have also been 
scheduled by the Wisconsin Council of Churches for pastors, which training will fulfill the 
Presbytery mandated provision.  CoM representatives will attend the annual Synod CoM/CPM 
conference on January 27-29, 2014. 

 
Staff and Officer Reports 

 Moderator (Mara Rivera, TE) reported on the value of the national Moderators Conference, on 
the installation of Rev. Daniel McCurdy at Weyauwega First, and her work on the sub-group 
planning a special event with the four Wisconsin presbyteries. 

 Vice Moderator (Marilyn Paulson, RE) submitted a written report about her attendance at the 
Wisconsin Council of Churches Annual Meeting in December. 

 Immediate Past Moderator (Howard Kidd, RE) reported on his work with the special event 
project with the Wisconsin presbyteries as well as on the Nominating Committee. 

 CoM Coordinator (Bette Hoytink, RE) reported on the work of CoM, the creation of a list 
distinguishing the distinct duties of the Commission Moderator and the Coordinator, and present 
collaboration with two active church pulpit nominating committees. 

 Associate for Administration (Nancy Barczak, RE) reported on the progress toward year-end 
reports for 2013 and the need for presbytery meeting reports by January 27. 

 General Presbyter (Sarah Moore-Nokes, TE) reported on the demanding schedule that is set for 
Presbytery commissions and committees this year, the need to look ahead to prepare for areas of 
difficulty, the very positive response for stewardship training, the forthcoming “The White 
Privilege Conference” in Madison, 26-29 March 2014, and working with the North Central 
Ministry Development Center to provide individual assessment and coaching for our TEs and 
CREs. 

 Stated Clerk (Michael Lukens, TE) reported on a letter of official greeting to Urabá Presbytery in 
Colombia from the Presbytery Moderator and the Clerk, on the year-end reporting processes with 
the churches, on the overture forthcoming from within the Synod of Lakes and Prairies to the 
General Assembly regarding the future of synods in the PC(USA), an overture suggestion of TE 
Ed Slusser (HR) regarding congregational affiliate status of retired ministers, renewed efforts of 
the Session Records Review Committee, and a summary of the issues surrounding the recent 
Federal District Court Decision (November 2013) that overrules the ministerial housing 
allowance provision within the present federal tax code as unconstitutional. 

 
Other Business 

 Devotions at the Commission meeting on March 25 to be led by Susan Zencka and Barbara 
Jordanger and closing prayer by Barbara Jordanger. 

 Travel arrangements set for the January 18 meeting of the “4 Presbyteries” in Madison. 
 
Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
Commission adjourned in prayer by the Moderator at 1:20 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Michael B. Lukens, Stated Clerk 
 
 
Commission meets in regular session next on 25 March 2014 at 9:30 a.m. at the Presbytery Office in Neenah, Wisconsin.  


