
Winnebago Presbytery 
Leadership Commission 

Minutes 
October 26, 2013 

 
The Leadership Commission of Winnebago Presbytery convened on 26 October 2013, at10:05 
a.m. at the Westminster Church, Madison, Wisconsin, in a joint meeting with the Councils of the 
John Knox and Milwaukee presbyteries, beginning with devotions led by the Rev. Alex 
Thornburg (John Knox Presbytery) and Clara Thompson (John Knox Presbytery) using the 
liturgy of morning prayer from the new PCUSA hymnal, Glory to God. The Presbyterian 
Hymnal.          
 
Present: 
 Howard Kidd    RE, Moderator of Presbytery 
 Mara Liz Rivera   TE, Vice Moderator of Presbytery 
 Ted Sperduto    TE, Immediate Past Moderator of Presbytery 
 Tom Willadsen   TE, Nominating Committee 
 Susan Zencka    TE, Finance Commission 
 Ruth Wryzinski   RE, Presbyterian Women 
 Sarah Moore-Nokes   TE, General Presbyter [GP] 
 Nancy Barczak   RE, Associate for Administration [AA] 
 Michael Lukens   TE, Stated Clerk [SC] 
Excused: Robert Merriam, Nancy Siewert, Bette Hoytink, Jim York, Rebecca Proefrock, and 
Alice Ackerman. 
 
Introductions 
The members of each presbytery introduced themselves. 
 
Discussion of Background and Vision for Collaboration and Partnership 
The group discussed the two basic directions in the present situation of planning and 
implementation in specific areas of collaboration and the more abstract concept of a “larger” 
(expanded statewide presbytery plus areas in Iowa and Minnesota) presbytery. Moore-Nokes 
surveyed the history and background of these discussions over the last decade, including Synod 
discussions, multiple presbytery conversations, and recent analyses of collaborative efforts and 
targets. 
 
Presentation on Pres House, Madison 
Rev. Mark Elsdon presented an overview of Pres House as a campus church and a student 
apartment community, including its worship and programmatic efforts. 
 
 [Luncheon Break] 
 
Technology Update 
Moore-Nokes presented an update on shared technology and internet sources.  Discussion 
focused on a common website (www.FourPresbyteries.org) and implementation of a common 
calendar of events. 
 
Discussion on Next Steps 
Group discussed a proposed motion designed to move the collaboration initiative forward, not 
yet as a formal motion but as a starting point for strategy and a framework for ongoing 
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discussions. Group decided to form two task groups: a planning group for a Four Presbytery 
event for 2015 and a task group for developing responses to the key issues in any realignment or 
combination, with two persons to be appointed by each of the four presbyteries.  The 
presbyteries decided to meet separately to determine representation for the two task groups.  
 
Commission Business 
The Commission met separately for business items. 
The Commission voted to approve the Minutes of the Commission meetings on August 20, 2013 
and October 8, 2013. 
The Commission discussed representation to the two proposed task groups as proposed in the 
negotiations with the other three presbyteries.  Mara Rivera (TE) and Howard Kidd (RE) were 
selected to represent the Leadership Commission on the sub-group to plan a special combined 
event of the four presbyteries in 2015.  Susan Zencka was selected for the sub-group that is to 
determine and outline the major issues for continuing discussion by the four presbyteries.  A 
second person from Winnebago for the issues sub-group is yet to be selected. 
 
Continued Discussion of Next Steps 
After each presbytery caucused to determine representatives for each task group, reports were 
made to the plenary group regarding each presbytery’s representation as well as expectations for 
each task group. Executive Presbyters/General Presbyters are to serve as resource persons to the 
two task groups. The conveners of the task groups would be named following this meeting.  The 
four presbytery councils will meet next in a joint meeting on 18 January 2014 (site to be 
determined).  
  
Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
Commission adjourned in prayer, led by CRE Terry McGinley (the John Knox Presbytery) at 
2:12 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Michael B. Lukens, Stated Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


